
Youth Aspect by Megan Van Buskirk

Everything is connected to climate change, so often it is important to break these big 
ideas down into smaller concepts that are local. That’s why we’ve brought you here 
today to discuss the tar sands and nuclear development. 
The tar sands require an astronomical amount of energy... almost half of what it will 
produce at the point of consumption. 
Nuclear power enables the tar sands -- and thus enables the destruction of ecosystem 
health, human health, and is setting our generation, and future generations, up for 
failure as our reliance on a resource that is finite AND has already hit its peak 
continues. 
And now that we've learned about the nuclear and tar sands agenda, and have learned 
how they are interconnected and linked... we have to think about how it affects us and 
our future. 
As we move towards a carbon-constrained world, it is the youth that will fully experience 
the future consequences of today’s actions of humanity.
But it's not too late. 
We, the young people of today, are malleable. We can change our habits much easier 
than other generations because we aren’t yet set in our ways. We can choose lifestyles 
and careers that are sustainable. 
Our entire society can shift in a generation, if we let it – and the changes we want to 
see, we can make them happen.
Because if we don’t care, who is going to care for us? 
Young people deserve to be regarded as actively involved citizens – and we deserve to 
be an integral part of the decisions our current leaders are making. 
But because the youth are often disregarded in important decision making processes, it 
is up to us to educate ourselves and take back our own power. When we empower 
ourselves, we empower our governments because we will, then, be able to build the 
country we want to live in. 
The number of young people around the world has never been higher. More than half of 
the world is made up by people who are under the age of 30. 
This stat really struck a chord with me last year when I went to the United Nations 
Climate Change Negotiations, and our world population had just hit 7 billion. 
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Put it into perspective – that means almost 4 billion people are children, teenagers, and 
young adults. Over 1 billion young people are between the ages of 15 and 24... and 
these are our parents and educators of the next generation. 
I mentioned earlier the United Nations Climate Change Negotiations, so let’s go back to 
that for a minute – each year, these negotiations bring world leaders from across the 
globe together to discuss the reduction of greenhouse gases. Each year at the same 
time, hundreds of youth from around the world come together to collectively remind our 
leaders that we are not okay with the decisions they are making on behalf of us. It’s a 
really challenging time – usually the young people are completely disregarded around 
the table. 
Last year, the UN Climate Negotiations were held in South Africa. South Africa is a 
beautiful country, by the way. 
But there was one day that I met with members of the Canadian Government who were 
part of the negotiations in South Africa, and I asked them about how they value youth 
participation within international policy decision making. Essentially, I was told that the 
Canadian government used to actually bring youth delegates with them to engage in the 
UN processes. However, they don’t do this anymore. And I wonder why. Young people 
are often more educated than those who currently hold power... 
Instead of perpetuating tokenism – which occurs when youth appear to have a voice but 
have little or no choice about how they participate – so, instead of that… there needs 
to be a strong sense of intergenerational collaboration and meaningful youth 
engagement in all policy decision making. 
With the current state of affairs comes hope – because disproportionate participation 
and its impacts on youth constituents around the world, and at home in Saskatchewan, 
create an opportunity for youth mobilization and civic participation. 
The thing is -- young people are concerned, thoughtful citizens who are capable of 
participating in, and changing the society of which we are a part... We should have an 
important role in addressing and affecting the issues of our world. 
We also have advantages -- we are energetic, enthusiastic, imaginative, and we can 
use those skills to become effective communicators and engage in local actions.
As we’ve heard from the others who have spoken tonight, the decisions made by our 
leaders are, in many cases, not reflective of the most vulnerable communities. Age 
equality is necessary for strong, balanced governance and the ability for our current 
leaders to leave a positive legacy for future generations. 
We are currently experiencing strange dynamics, really. 
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In 20 years, young people could have the opportunity to make completely uninhibited 
decisions. Instead, we are and will be forced to live with the consequences of today’s 
poor decisions. If we continue to rely on dirty energy, future generations don’t stand a 
chance.
In 20 years, we will be able to make informed decisions. Today, we can’t – and instead 
decisions are being made for us, and they are often incredibly uninformed and only 
provide short-term economic gain. 
Saskatchewan – and our country as a whole – has the opportunity to become a world 
leader in renewable energies and sustainable practices. And it starts with one voice, 
and another, and another -- and it progresses until we are a strong, completely 
empowered, force to be reckoned with! And our current leaders can’t help but take 
notice.
If we create critical mass – we can become a powerful force for positive change. 
Because let’s get real – there’s no room for negotiation when it’s our future that is at 
stake. If we continue to rely on our leaders to make decisions that affect our future 
quality of life, our planet will become completely unliveable. 
I strongly believe, though, that our generation is capable of changing the world. 
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