
In the spring of 2011, Elders and Youth were gathered at Pinehouse Lake to discuss the important issue 
of suicide prevention. The facilitator wrote “NWMO” on the flip chart and offered the Nuclear Waste 
Management Organizations plan for a nuclear waste repository as an “unparalleled economic 
opportunity” that would address this problem. Twelve Elders got up and walked out. This was the first 
hint that most northerners had that Saskatchewan was being targeted for the nuclear industry’s BIG 
MESS, more than 2 million highly radioactive spent nuclear fuel cells. 

The administrations of Pinehouse, English River First Nation, and Creighton had applied to look into the 
Site Selection Process of becoming Canada’s Deep Geological Waste Repository without consulting their 
community members. The $16 – 24 billion carrot and promise of economic prosperity hooked them. 

The moment you hear the words, HIGH-LEVEL NUCLEAR WASTE, what goes through your mind?  
IMPENDING RISK OF MONUMENTAL DISASTER and HOW CAN I STOP THIS FROM HAPPENING? 
 
The Committee for Future Generations was formed and immediately took action to find out what this 
entailed. 
 
A public forum was held in Beauval in June of 2011 where we viewed the information that the NWMO 
provides on their website and in public kiosks throughout the region. They had declined the invitation to 
present. Then Dr. Jim Harding presented on the realities and risks involved which were nowhere to be 
found in the NWMO material. 200 people from 12 communities across the north said, ”No way! Why 
should we take responsibility for Ontario, Quebec, and New Brunswick’s mess?”  
 
Since then our mandate has been to raise awareness throughout the province, the country, and 
internationally about the nuclear waste issue. We started a Petition asking the Government of 
Saskatchewan to legislate a ban on the storage and transportation of high-level nuclear waste in 
Saskatchewan. This past May we presented more than 12,000 signatures representing 250 communities 
to the legislature.  We are still accepting signatures requesting this Ban. 
 
For 21 days in the summer of 2011, the Committee for Future Generations walked 850 km from 
Pinehouse to Regina. The 7000 Generations Wanska Walk united people from north to south who share 
this common concern and know that through the air and the water we are all connected. 
 
First Nations people teach that we must preserve the environment so it will sustain the next 7 
generations. We are trying to protect it for the next 7000 generations as that is how long it will take for 
the fission products created by the nuclear power generators to decay enough for living things to be 
safe. These fission products are not naturally occurring. They are man-made. 
 
This NWMO proposal has changed our lives and the lives of all people in the northern region. 
Relationships amongst the people of PInehouse are embroiled in conflict. More than half of the eligible 
voters have signed the Petition against nuclear waste storage. The community is polarized between 
those concerned about the danger and those desperately wanting to tap the economic carrot. People 
live in a paranoid state, afraid they will lose a job or opportunity in the community. 
 
Three hundred, forty-three people of the English River First Nation out of an on-reserve population of 
about 800 have signed against. That is the majority of adults living in the 2 communities. Most of the 
ERFN Elders are clearly against “hosting” this nuclear waste dump on their lands. Their prophesies 
foretell of a terrible demon from under the ground that will cause the death of the people. There is no 



word for radiation or uranium in our languages. Yet our old people warned ,”The black rock is deadly. 
Leave it alone.” 
 
Communities all over the north have been approached by the nuclear industry. They offer talk of 
economic benefit and employment. As an Elder who still lives on and makes a living from the land from 
Ile-a-la-Crosse put it, “I looked around and saw all the gamblers and addicts nodding agreement. Only I 
stood up and asked ‘What about the animals, the land, and the water?” 
 
Since NWMO and their proposal have come, the atmosphere in the communities has become very 
suspicious. No one trusts the intentions of the NWMO. When one of our Committee Members from 
ERFN asked Pat Patton of NWMO why if the storage system is so fail proof they don’t just keep it in 
Ontario and save all the expense of transporting here, her reply, “The people in Toronto don’t feel safe.” 
In essence, the 20,000 First Nations, Metis, and settler people in northern Saskatchewan are being set 
up “to take the risk and test the science” for eastern Canada’s consumers, as stated by NWMO President 
Ken Nash in an article in the Saskatoon Star Phoenix.  
 
Over the past year we have diligently done our research. We have learned a lot about the nuclear 
industry. We know that the Nuclear Waste Management Organization is a group of consultants working 
on behalf of Ontario Power Generation (OPG), Bruce Power/Cameco, Quebec Hydro, and New 
Brunswick Power, mandated by the Government of Canada to find a site for the long-term management 
of nuclear fuel. 
 
We know they have teams of people profiling our communities, looking for the weakest, most desperate 
members of our society to work through. They come in, spend money under the guise of their Corporate 
Social Responsibility funds, particularly on Youth and Elders, put on displays of glossy, wordy 
information about their project but never about the risks to our people. We know they label us fear 
mongers yet they expect us to accept what they are afraid of. 
 
We know that the scientists, the engineers, and the physicians do not agree that this proposal will be an 
effective way to permanently seal this radioactive highly-dangerous problem essentially forever, nor can 
they guarantee us that there will be no risks to our health or to that of our future generations. 
 
We also know the Saskatchewan Government and the uranium mining companies have for many years 
courted the United States about the possibility of repatriating their nuclear waste. Thanks to NAFTA, 
that prospect looms omnipresent. 
 
We know that at the end of this proposal there are plans for reprocessing this spent fuel to get at the 
plutonium. Plutonium is needed for nuclear weapons and in the production of MOX fuel. Reprocessing 
uses a process of dissolving the spent fuel in acid to extract the plutonium. This will leave us with 
radioactive acid and they do not describe its containment. We do know that where this is done in France 
this waste eats through its extremely thick concrete containers within 50 years. The NWMO clearly 
states it will only look after the project for the next 60 – 100 years. This, in an area of the world that is 
made up like a porous sponge full of water above and below ground. 
 
We know our lands will become monitored by highly-trained paramilitary security forces. We will lose 
our right to our cultural and traditional land use and the right to be self-sustaining. The Governments of 
Saskatchewan and Canada are complicit in targeting the Aboriginal people and our lands to be the 
sacrifice for the nuclear industry’s profit mongers. This is reinforced by their consistent lack of sufficient 



funding and most recently cuts to funding to First Nations and Metis organizations. They are forcing our 
leaders to take the economic carrots offered by the nuclear industry. 
 
We have learned that SaskPower, although the people of Saskatchewan have clearly, emphatically said 
NO to Nuclear Power in this province several times are still pursuing the use of reactors for tar sands 
and now potash development. They also propose small reactors in remote northern communities which 
would be better served with sustainable energy sources. If we have nuclear reactors we will also the 
nuclear waste. What do we do with it? Send it to Toronto? 
 
This summer we put up a Survival Celebration Camp for Sustainable Earth to give our people an 
opportunity to learn what we know and to share their knowledge and concerns. The Elders, who are our 
scientists, wise in the ways of the Earth, are very concerned for our future generations. They are seeing 
the beginning of as very bad time coming to destroy the world that has been taken for granted and 
abused. The Navajo tell us that the uranium is in the ground to control the weather. It is one of the 
Earth’s organs. The Dene prophet, Willow Heart, told us a time would come when we will no longer be 
safe living among the trees. Big winds will come and make life difficult. This time is now. 
 
The moose are moving south, the fish are sick and scarce, the waterfowl are very few and the lakes and 
marshes are silent. Even the mosquitoes and sandflies are absent. The trees are turning a burnt brown. 
Between contamination from the tar sands and the radiation from uranium mine tailings our people are 
dying. 
 
Yet there have been no health studies. Any anomalies are blamed on socio-economic conditions. In 
other words, if your employment opportunities are limited, you are poor and more susceptible to poor 
health and high cancer rates. Prior to the opening of the uranium mines in the north we lived in even 
more rugged conditions yet had much lower risk of developing cancer. We could very well be living with 
the last group of true Elders as the next group may not live long enough to gather all they must to earn 
and enjoy that status. 
 
We do not trust the nuclear industry. They have not demonstrated any respect for the life in the 
ecosystems they ravage. They have left behind messes they have no idea how to clean up.  The 
Environmental Assessments are a joke and their impact studies clearly allow for contamination which 
they deem as having NO SIGNIFICANT RISK. Yet we are dying. How many deaths will it take? 
 
The industries must be stopped. What happens to the land, the air, the water and the plants, animals 
and people in the north will also soon happen in the south.  Radiation knows no borders. We are 
undertaking the 7000 Generations Northern Wake Up Tour as we speak, covering 10 -12 communities in 
2 weeks. We are gathering more support as people come to understand that what one community will 
do for money, will ultimately put us all at risk. We are empowering the people to raise their voices to 
demand a return to sanity and not accept a radioactive legacy. 
 
 


